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Congratulations to Stephen Sampford, winner of the Bucks Bird Club ‘Photograph of the 
Month’ 

 

 

This photograph of a Robin was taken by Stephen Sampford from his window in the High 
Street, Aylesbury. It’s a reminder that even in the centre of urban conurbations, our wild 
birds are still present to entertain us and maintain some connection with the natural 
world. It’s also the December edition, so what else could I put on the cover! 



Note from the editor 
Buckinghamshire might not be high on the list of the UK’s best birding counties and each year, the 
year list generally struggles to get past the 200 barrier, but it’s very obvious that we have an 
enthusiastic and active birding community in the county. Every month, around 100 observers submit 
their records from the county to the Club (typically around 2,000 but occasionally higher), whilst 
others supplement that with birding trips to other parts of the UK or foreign climes (well-illustrated 
in this month’s edition). 

At the same time, there are a number of active ringing groups and dedicated observers, helping out 
the BTO with surveys such as wetland bird survey (WeBS), breeding bird survey (BBS) and the current 
tawny owl calling survey. There was even a good representation from the county at the BTO Annual 
Conference earlier this month, with at least six Buckinghamshire delegates present. 
As 2018 draws to a close, perhaps the threats to the county’s birds have never been more significant, 
with planned major infrastructure projects such as HS2, East-West Rail and Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway all crossing through or close to important reserves and precious habitats … and that 
doesn’t include the associated housing developments.  
Our bird records, whether from a country walk, a reserve visit or as part of more-organised surveys, 
will add to the data and inform the appropriate environmental impact assessments or planning 
consents, assuming of course that developers and government follow required procedure. 

Over the Christmas and New Year holidays, I hope that you can all find time to get outdoors and do 
some birding and if those visits are in the county, don’t forget to submit your records. This is most 
easily done via the Club’s website at http://bucksbirdclub.co.uk/submitting-records/submit/, 
although I’m happy to accept records by email or standard mail (contact details at back of Bulletin). 

Of course, if you have time on your hands, all contributions to the Bulletin will be gratefully received 
… I can find room to include everything you send me! 

I hope you enjoy this bumper edition of the Bulletin and so, until next year, enjoy the holidays! 

 

Good birding, 

 

Bill Parker 

 
  



 

Indoor Meetings 
The next indoor meeting is not until Thursday 7th February when the guest speaker will be the new 
Bucks County Bid Recorder Mike Wallen with Florida and a little bit of Mexico. More information 
will be included in the January edition of the Bulletin but for those who have been paying attention, 
the February and March speakers have been switched! Unfortunately, Rick and Elis Simpson were 
no longer able to make the date in February but could make the March date; fortunately, Mike could 
make the February date and so we still have the same two speakers at the beginning of 2019 but in 
a different order … the joys of being an indoor meetings secretary! 

Doors open from 19.15 hrs. and meeting starts at 19:30 hrs. Entrance is free to members and £2 for 
non-members. 

Important – remember that all indoor meetings are now in St Anne’s Hall, Aylesbury Road, 
Wendover, HP22 6JG. There is a parking area outside St Anne’s Hall and additional parking, should 
it be needed, at Wendover Health Centre (about 50 m towards Aylesbury on the opposite side of 
the main road. Some roadside parking should be available in Wharf Road (opposite the Hall), St 
Anne’s Close and Aylesbury Road between Wharf Road and the Clock Tower at bottom of the High 
Street. 

Should you need further information, please see also 

 http://www.wendovernews.co.uk/community/st-annes-hall-wendover). 
 

The remaining programme of indoor meetings is as follows: 

Date Speaker Topic 
7th February 2019 Mike Wallen Florida and A Little Bit of Mexico 
7th March 2019 Rick & Elis Simpson Wader Quest 
4th April 2019 Stuart Elsom Eastern Poland 

 

Field Trips 
There are two field trips in January 2019. The first of these is a morning visit to BBOWT’s College 
Lake Reserve on Tuesday 1st January. Please meet just outside the visitor centre at 09:30 hrs along 
Upper Icknield Way, Bulbourne, Tring HP23 5QG. A great way to start your Bucks County list for 
2019! 

This is a morning-only trip, but you are free to stay the whole day should you wish. There is a good 
café on site as well as toilets. Warm clothes and stout and waterproof footwear are recommended. 

Directions – This will depend on where you are travelling from, but easily found by taking the B488 
towards Dunstable from the A41 just north of Tring; follow this road along northern edge of Tring 
and over the Grand Union Canal at Bulbourne. The reserve entrance is about 400m further east on 
the left-hand side of road (it is well sign-posted from the A41). 

You can expect to see large numbers of wintering wildfowl, roosting gulls and common woodland 
and farmland bird species … and always the chance of something a little scarcer! 

CLUB NEWS 



The second trip is the annual visit by boat to Poole Harbour and Brownsea Island. This trip must be 
booked and pre-paid in advance – you are unlikely to be able to book tickets on the day. 

You must book your tickets directly with the National Trust (see the link below) 
https://live.advancedticketing.co.uk/k;jsessionid=58BF5E30C907311E68B7C8ECC3DC0561.app03.l
on0?option=2&action=calendar_choices&state=ADDCHOICE&pageid=0 
Those Club members who have booked already have made reservations on the 09:00 departure, but 
there will be another boat an hour later should there be enough demand from the public. 

The cost is £25 per head plus an additional booking fee of £1.25 and boats depart from Poole Quay. 

Access to Brownsea Island in winter is restricted, so this is a wonderful opportunity to see the vast 
numbers of wintering waders including large groups of avocet and possibly spoonbill. The island is 
also renowned for its resident population of red squirrel, although they may be less visible in 
January. 

Some members have booked accommodation the night before at Holes Bay Premier Inn (rooms 
from £25.50 per night). If you wish to do the same, you will need to make reservations directly with 
the hotel. 

 

The remaining programme of field trips is as follows: 

Date Destination Duration 

Tuesday 1st January BBOWT College Lake Morning only – start 09:30 hrs 

Sunday 20th January Poole Harbour & Brownsea Pre-paid booking essential 

Sunday 3rd February Welney WWT Reserve All day – 09:45 hrs 

Sunday 17th March Little Marlow GPs Morning only – start 08:30 hrs 

Sunday 7th April Summer Leys NR, Northants All day – start 08:30 hrs 

Sunday 19th May RSPB Pulborough Brooks All day – start 08:30 hrs 

Saturday 1st June BBOWT Greenham Common Evening – start 18:00 hrs 

Sunday 16th June RSPB Lakenheath Fen All day – start 08:30 hrs 

 
Buckinghamshire Bird Report 2017 
I am delighted to announce that the 2017 Bird Report was collected from the printers on Friday and 
was stuffed into envelopes before midnight on the same day … well done Mike and Jonathan. 
If you are a paid-up member of the Club, it should be dropping through your letterbox sometime in 
the next few days and we hope that everyone should receive their copy before Christmas. 
Details on how to purchase a copy if you are not a member, or additional copies if you are, will be 
included in the January edition of the Bulletin. 

  



Special tour of Gallows Bridge BBOWT Reserve by Bill Parker 
All those who requested to be entered into the ballot for places on the Gallows Bridge Tour on the 
morning of Saturday 23rd March 2019 have been successful and will have received confirmation by 
email.  
There are still a few places remaining which will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis so if 
you would like to go, please send me your name and the number of places requested (2 max.) as 
soon as possible (my contact details can be found at the back of this Bulletin). 

Places will be confirmed by email and more detailed arrangements will follow nearer the date. 

See pictures of the new Gallows Bridge bird hide later in the Bulletin. 

 

New Gallows Bridge Bird Hide Installed by Bill Parker 
The brand-new bird hide at Gallows Bridge BBOWT reserve has been installed and will open to the 
public once the wooden screen beside the last 100 metres of the footpath to the hide, has been 
installed. We will endeavour to get information out to members as soon as possible, via the website 
and Twitter, but please do not attempt to walk down to the hide until the screen is in place as you 
are likely to cause disturbance to the over-wintering birds. When it has been opened, the hide is at 
the end of a 700 metre long footpath along the raised bund, from the reserve car park. Please note 
that the path is uneven in places and may be partially submerged following periods of heavy rain. 

 



Into the Miombo by Phil Tizzard 

Miombo. Not a habitat I had been to before, which was what tempted me to visit Zambia and 
Zimbabwe recently. Miombo is basically open woodland, with small widely-spaced trees, and 
many, often enormous, termite mounds. It has its own set of special birds, but it also has a 
reputation for being difficult ... and 
so it proved! On several occasions 
we walked for two or three hours 
and saw half a dozen birds at most; 
quite a contrast to the more 
familiar bird-rich savannas of Kenya 
for example.  

By the end of the trip though, I'd 
seen all but one of the expected 
miombo specialties, albeit some 
only very briefly.  
It was not all miombo though, and 
there were a number of key species 
to see at the extreme corners of 
Zambia.  
In the north-west, very close to the border with the Democratic Republic of Congo, we looked for a 
couple of sunbirds (Bannerman's and Bates's), a relative of our willow warbler (a Phylloscopus 
known as Laura's woodland warbler) and black-collared bulbul, a species that may one day be re-
classified as a shrike.  

We also visited the nearby source of the Zambezi—a National Monument, but basically just a 
puddle in the forest! En-route, in a large bog, we found tiny locust finches, which whizzed around 
like black and red bullets, and Grimwood's and Fuelleborn's longclaws, the latter looking 
remarkably like a meadowlark from North America. 

Miombo habitat 

Bannerman’s sunbird Black-collared bulbul 



From there it was a long drive back to the capital, Lusaka, and then off in a different direction 
towards Livingstone and Victoria Falls and a comfortable lodge on the banks of the Zambezi, now 
significantly more impressive than at its source. On the way, we sought out Chaplin's barbet, a rare 
Zambian endemic with a range of only a few hundred square kilometres. It eats the fruit of Ficus 
sycomorus fig trees, and it was by locating a fruiting fig that we successfully found this striking bird. 

One day we travelled even further south-west, heading through the bush on sand tracks (and 
getting lost several times in the process), to a remote village where we found large numbers of 
Black-cheeked lovebirds—another infrequently-seen Zambian endemic. An early morning boat trip 

Fuelleborn's longclaw Chaplin’s barbet 

Black-cheeked lovebird 

Giant kingfisher 



on the Zambezi yielded point-blank views of several giant kingfishers and a pair of African finfoots. 

Back at Livingstone we made the obligatory visit to Victoria Falls, but at this time of the year the 
falls are less than spectacular, with the water flow only two percent of the peak volume that flows 
in March.  
Then it was on to Zimbabwe, a country that is not 
in a good state at present, with food and petrol 
shortages and rampant inflation—added to which 
was the fact that Harare, the capital, was in the 
grip of a cholera epidemic! So, it was an 
unpleasant surprise to discover that our city-
centre hotel had no bottled water. They 
eventually provided us with 'water from a 
borehole', but I took the precaution of boiling it 
for a couple of minutes and letting it cool before I 
drank it. The petrol shortage was also a problem 
with most garages closed and sealed off and 
those that did have fuel had huge queues. Since 
our birding destination was a five-hour drive 
away on the Mozambique border, this didn't 
bode well, but our local guide and driver had been up the previous night until 04:00hrs buying fuel 
on the black market, so we had enough to get there the next day.  

Our old-fashioned hotel, in the pleasantly temperate Vumba Mountains, was straight out of the 
seventies, with a sign advising that ties were 'appreciated' at dinner...needless to say, none of us 
had one!  

Here again there were some special birds, perhaps the smartest of which was Swynnerton's robin. 
The other specialities of the region were either dull, or skulking, or both, but we did find them all. 
The hotel gardens held Livingstone's turacos and silvery-cheeked hornbills, and there was a 

African finfoot 

Swynnerton’s robin Orange ground thrush 



supporting cast of more widespread good-lookers such as the orange ground thrush, red-throated 
twinspot and spotted creeper.  

Returning to the miombo for a bit more punishment, at the eleventh hour I found my 50th "tick" of 
the trip, a striped pipit, so I was well pleased.  

Early on the final morning we set off, with a full tank of petrol, to return to Harare for our flights 
home and were making good progress when the engine started stuttering. We assumed it was dirt 
in the fuel but, in fact, the problem was NO fuel—we had run out, due to a combination of a faulty 
fuel gauge and heavy use of the aircon. We cruised to a halt about 20 km from the airport and 
pulled up, ironically, on the forecourt of a petrol station with no fuel. There followed a tense hour 
while driver and local guide disappeared to try and buy fuel on the black market and eventually, 
they returned with a can and we were on our way again. Still every cloud has a silver lining; as we 
waited for the fuel to arrive, "tick" number 51 flew across the road in the shape of a pair of purple-
crested turacos.  
In the airport, burgers and beer for four cost nearly $120! Then the lights went out—presumably a 
power cut—and as I sat waiting to board the plane in half-darkness with only the emergency 
lighting on, I decided I was quite glad to leave... 
Editor – Phil is the BTO representative for Buckinghamshire and lives in the north of the county 
close to Stowe. He is also a very well-travelled birder with a World list close to 8,500 species! 

 

 

The Ornithological Collection, NHM, Tring (part 1) by Bill Parker 
On the 22nd November, about 20 members of the Club gathered in the visitors’ car park of the 
Natural History Museum in Tring for a guided tour of the ornithological collections. Although many 
will be familiar with the public galleries in the museum in Akerman Street with the Victorian displays 
of taxidermy, the national ornithological collection is housed in a more modern building and is not 
part of the normal visitor experience. This tour had been organised exclusively for members of Bucks 

African Spotted Creeper Red-throated twinspot 



Bird Club and I am sure that everyone present would agree that it was a fascinating and hugely 
informative visit. 

After signing in and the normal health and safety briefing, we were taken to see the collections of 
eggs, skeletons, specimens preserved in spirit and skin collection. This report covers the first three 
and part two, covering the skin collection, will appear in the January issue of the Bulletin. 

Tring houses one of the two largest collections of birds’ eggs in the world and comprises between 
2-300,000 clutches of eggs of about 50% of the world’s species. The majority of these were collected 
from the mid-1800s to the early 1900s although there are some that were collected prior to that. 
Although we now look upon egg-collecting with abhorrence, at the time the practice was common-
place and not illegal. Victorian gentleman built private collections and many of these have been 
passed down through families, such that the museum is still offered old collections almost every 
other day. Provenance is critical as without information on locality and date of collection, the eggs 
are of little use scientifically, but the same data is vitally important to the current owners to prove 
that the eggs were taken before it was illegal to do so. 

 

The clutches of peregrine eggs now housed at Tring were an important part of the science that 
ultimately identified that the widespread use of DDT as a pesticide after the Second World War was 
the primary cause of the collapse in the wild peregrine population in the UK. Measuring the eggs in 
the collection, scientists were able to show that the thickness of shells had remained largely constant 
for about 150 years prior to 1940, and it was only in eggs laid after the war (when DDT was made 
widely available to farmers) that thinning of the shells was noticed. 



 

We were shown around the spirit and skeleton collections by curator, Dr Joanne Cooper. Although 
neither are as large as the egg collection or the skin collection – there are about 16,500 skeletons 
and 20,000 specimens preserved in alcohol – they are as important to researchers. At the time of 
our visit, there were a couple of visiting archaeologists using bones in the museum collection to 
identify bird remains they had recovered from archaeological excavations. This, in turn, sheds light 
on the birds our ancestors were hunting and feeding on, or perhaps keeping for religious or other 
purposes. 

The majority of the skeleton collection is not articulated 
i.e. the bones are a loose collection in a specimen box but 
have you ever thought how the museum might prepare 
and clean them in the first place. Tucked away and 
separated from the main building is a laboratory with 
thousands of little helpers … hide or skin beetles 
(Dermestes maculatus and D. haemorrhoidalis) which 
devour the flesh and skin from bird corpses leaving the 
bones requiring very little further cleaning! The larger 
specimens can take months but smaller birds, such as a 
hummingbird, will be stripped of flesh and skin in a 
couple of days. 

Dy, dusty and lifeless they may be to some, but 
collections such as those at Tring provide a huge and 
irreplaceable scientific resource for current and future 
researchers. At the time that some of the specimens 
were collected, some by eminent scientists such as 
Charles Darwin, Alfred Russel Wallace and James Cook, 

(left) Club members, Andrew Noel and Johne Taylor with 
senior curator, Douglas Russell, looking at the collection of 
peregrine eggs, some of which were measured in the 
research on effects of DDT 
(above) a tray of common guillemot eggs showing the huge 
variety in colour and pattern. Each is unique to an individual 
bird and enables the parent bird to identify its egg on the 
crowded cliff ledges 



they could hardly have imagined the ‘tools’ we have now that enable us to unravel the information 
contained within the collection. For example, extraction and analysis of DNA from some of the skins 
has confirmed new bird species and, as this science advances, who knows what our children and 
grandchildren may be able to learn in the future. 

The second part of this article covering 
our visit to the skin collection will appear 
in the January edition of the Bulletin but 
it would be remiss of me not to thank the 
team of curators who looked after us on 
the tour, namely Hein Van Grouw, Mark 
Adams, Douglas Russell and Joanne 
Cooper. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

(above) Specimens of Eurasian woodcock (Scolopax rusticola) preserved in alcohol  (below) An African 
shoebill (Balaeniceps rex) that died in captivity in France in the spirit collection 



Get down to the water in December! 
In the summary last month, I highlighted a few species missing from this year’s list which, although 
not annual, have been recorded in the county on multiple occasions. Two of those duly made an 
appearance! A single black necked grebe was found by Tim Watts at Calvert Sailing Lake on 5th and 
a small party of white-fronted geese were found around Dorney on 26th by Dave Carter; they 
remained until the end of the month and were still present on 10th December. The third addition to 
the list was a scaup found by Adam Bassett on 28th, again at Dorney Lake, which also remained into 
December. 
With just one month remaining and still 
four behind last year’s total of 197 
species, it seems unlikely that we will 
match that total but perhaps with some 
help from the weather and more 
observers out looking over Christmas, 
it’s not impossible! Given that red and black-throated diver, red-necked and Slavonian grebe, 
Bewick’s swan, smew and red-breasted merganser haven’t been seen in the county yet, it looks like 
local water bodies will be the most productive … waxwing, which is also still missing, might be found 
during a last-minute shopping trip to Milton Keynes! (As I write, a drake red-breasted merganser is 
frustratingly close to the county border in Berkshire!) 
NB: Birds recorded in the Bucks Bird Club Count are those recorded on our web site or submitted to the Club 
Recorder by other means (e.g. post or email), sometimes by single observers. No attempt is made to verify 
these records so inclusion in the year count does not negate the need for submitting supporting evidence 
directly to the County Bird Recorder and the rarities committee. 

Weather Report for Buckinghamshire - November 
1st-6th Generally mild 

7th Heavy rain  
8th-9th Mild, cloudy  
10th Heavy rain 

11th -12th Mild with occasional showers 
13th-14th Mild and sunny 
15th-16th Dull 
17th-18th Very mild and sunny 
19th-21st Colder with easterly winds; showers, first snowfalls in eastern England 

22nd Very cold and foggy 
23rd-26th Milder, some sunshine 

27th Rainy, Storm Diana approaching 
28th-29th High winds and rain 

30th Mild, sunny intervals 

Local conditions:  

Max temp: Max temp: 16.1°C (5th), min temp: -3.8°C (22nd) 

Rainfall: 1st-30th November: 52.6 mm (above the November 2017 total of 46.3 mm) 

Hours of sunshine about 10% lower than November 2017 
The Weather Report is researched and produced for Bucks Bird Club by member, John O’Dwyer. 

Bucks Bird Club 2018 Bird List 
No. Species Recorded Year to Date (November) 

2018 November 2017 

193 195 



Bird Report – November 2018 
Thank you to the following observers who, between them, submitted just over 2,300 reports: 

G Anderson, RD Andrews, H Appleyard, J Baker, AD Bassett, AC Bayliss, RG Bibby, RS Birch, A Booth, C 
Bowler, R Cadd, DA Carter, WL Claydon, DL Cleal, BD Clews, DT Cox, O Davies, SM Downhill, G Du Boulay, J 
Edwards, E Elliot, LGR Evans, D Ferguson, RA Fowles, D Fuller, JD Gaches, T Garner, JW Gearing, A Gibbs, N 
Giles, E Griffiths, AV Harding, A Harrell (AHr), RS Hill, G Hinton, K Holt, L Howard, BM Hulbert, MS Hunt, RM 
Jackson, T James, G Kennedy, R Kirk, L Lambert, C Lamsdell, A MacGarvey, IL Malin, N Marriner, G Marsh, 
M Mayall, MP Mckeown, PR Moon, J Newcombe, S Newman, RJ Norris, JR Ogle, CW Oram, R Page, B 
Parker, N Payne, AJ Petheridge, S Ramm (SRa), A Roach, S Rodwell (SRo), JE Rose, J Rowley, JC Seabrook, B 
Shapley, G Smith, W Smith, P Stanford, AJ Stevens, PJ Stevens, DJ Stone, P Sutton, M Tinnelly, P Tizzard, MS 
Wallen, T Wallen, P Watts, TJ Watts, N Webber, I Williams, T & J Wood, CE Woodward, C Young 
 
Little Grebe: Reported from 16 sites. Highest count – Willen Lake North: 26 1st       

Great Crested Grebe: Reports from just 11 sites. Highest count – Little Marlow GP: 56 19th  

Black-necked Grebe: A single bird (photographed) found by Tim Watts at Calvert Sailing Lake on 5th 
Bittern: Calvert BBOWT Lake: 1 7th, 11th & 17th (TJW, RC), Marsworth Res. (Bucks section): 1 14th, 
18th & 25th (LL, MSW) 

Little Egret: A total of 51 reports from 17 sites. Highest count – Little Marlow GP: 23 28th & 30th          

Great White Egret: College Lake: 1 2nd (TJ), Little Marlow GP: 1 27th (LGRE) 

Mute Swan: Highest count – Linford GPs: 144 18th    

White-fronted Goose: Dorney / Dorney Lake: 3 26-30th (DAC et al) 

Greylag Goose: Highest count – Little Marlow GP: 216 19th       

Canada Goose: Highest count – Dorney Lake: 286 30th   

Barnacle Goose: Castleman’s Farm: 1 13th (WS), Springfield Farm landfill: 1 15th (TJ) 

Brent Goose: Tattenhoe Park: 1 17th (HA) 

Egyptian Goose: Castleman’s Farm: 184 13th (WS), Springfield Quarry: 140 14th (PJS), Dorney: 51 30th, 
43 29th, 33 27th, 8 30th, Little Marlow GP: 9 30th  

Shelduck: Calvert Sailing Lake: 3 21st, Little Marlow GP: 2 19th-21st, 26-28th, 30th 

(left) White-fronted goose at Dorney on 26th November © Jim Rose   (right) Red-crested pochard at Little 
Marlow GP on 19th November © Adam Bassett 



Mandarin Duck: Black Park: 108 12th, 61 11th, 32 23rd, 18 26th, Burnham Beeches: 60 9th, 50 5th, 21 
26th, College Lake: 2 2nd, Calvert Sailing Lake: 1 5th, Langley Park: 1 11th, Weston Turville Res.: 1 25th 

Note: Sites are only included where count of one or more wildfowl species exceeds 25, in which 
case counts for all species present are shown 
Maximum Counts Wigeon Gadwall Teal Mallard 
Aylesbury STW 37 28th  85 28th  
Caldecotte Lake 5 14th 2 14th  92 14th 
College Lake 114 24th 38 24th 15 10th 16 16th 
Dorney Lake 107 30th 7 26th & 30th 6 29th  
Foxcote Res 390 17th 48 18th 68 18th 2 18th 
Gayhurst Quarry 98 11th 4 11th 8 11th 408 11th 
Linford 87 18th 36 18th 14 18th 7 18th 
Little Marlow GP 97 30th 25 10th 70 24th  
Marsworth Res. 38 18th    
Newport Pagnell GP  46 21st 41 21st 661 21st 
Shardeloes  34 30th 1 5th & 30th 16 30th 
Willen Lake South 25 13th 6 13th  62 13th 
Wooburn Green    45 1st 
Wotton Lakes 1 11th 27 11th 140 11th 99 11th 

 

Maximum Counts Shoveler Pochard Tufted Duck Goldeneye 
Caldecotte Lake  2 1st 48 14th  
College Lake 5 24th 7 24th 80 10th  
Dorney Lake   125 26th  
Foxcote Res 14 18th 5 18th 33 18th 9 30th 
Gayhurst Quarry 10 11th 1 11th 2 11th  
Linford 48 16th  53 18th  
Little Marlow GP 15 26th 56 26th 159 10th 1 19-20th 
Newport Pagnell GP 5 21st  44 21st  
Shardeloes  1 5th   
Taplow  2 29th 350 29th  
Willen Lake South  28 27th 43 13th  9 22nd 
Wotton Lakes 8 11th 6 11th 6 11th  

Pintail: Little Marlow GP: 1 20th-21st, 24-30th (ADB et al) 

Red-crested Pochard: Calvert Sailing Lake: 2 6th (TJW, LGRE), College Lake: 2 6th (ACB, GK), Little 
Marlow GP: 1 19th (ADB) 

Scaup: Dorney Lake: 1 28-30th (ADB et al) 

Goosander: Emberton: 17 30th, 5 26th, 2 7th, Steps Hill: 9 over on 2nd, 1 3rd, Stony Stratford: 4 20th, 
Calvert BBOWT: 3 27th, Little Marlow GP: 5 28th, 2 20th-21st, 23rd-26th, College Lake: 1 25th, Manor 
Farm: 1 27th  

Red Kite: Highest count – Boveney Wood: 105 8th (LGRE)    

Peregrine: Reports of 1-2 birds from Aylesbury (7th, 8th, 12th, 14th & 16th), Gallows Bridge (18th), 



Lathbury (21st), Ledburn (2nd), Tattenhoe Park (11th), Wendover Woods (17th) and Weston Turville 
Res. (20th)  

Grey Partridge: Hardmead: 15 4th, 9 22nd, Kimblewick: 12 26th, Tingewick: 3 12th  
Water Rail: Calvert BBOWT: 3 14th, 2 3rd, 8th & 11th, 1 7th, 12th, 17-18th & 21st, Linford GPs: 2 16th, 1 
23rd, Shardeloes: 2 5th, College Lake: 1 8th, 10th & 22nd, Emberton: 1 9th, Furzton Lake: 1 10th, Jubilee 
River: 1 30th, Little Marlow GPs: 1 4th & 19th, Weston Turville Res.: 1 20th & 25th 

Moorhen: Highest count – Wooburn Green: 15 1st   

Coot: Highest count – Willen Lake South: 390 27th   

Avocet: Foxcote Res.: 1 swimming on water on 17th (RSH, BP) 

    

Golden Plover: Thornton: 220 6th, Newton Blossomville: 157 17th, Marlow Bottom: 130 4th, 70 24th, 
30 12th, 20 16th, Lodge Hill: 15 18th, Steps Hill: 5 3rd, Wendover Woods: 5 10th, Gallows Bridge: 2 3rd, 
Rowsham: 1 14th  
Lapwing: Reported from 14 sites, with 100+ birds reported from Little Marlow GP (200 10th), 
Gayhurst Quarry (137 11th, 101 4th), Lenborough (100 28th) 

Dunlin: Gayhurst Quarry: 1 18th (AH) 

Jack Snipe: College Lake: 1 25th & 27th (ACB) 

Snipe: Total of 33 reports from 9 sites. Highest count – College Lake: 7 27th, Willen Lake North: 7 12th    

Woodcock: Aylesbury STW: 1 28th, Calvert Sailing Lake: 1 18th, Ivinghoe village: 1 26th, Tattenhoe: 1 
9th (NM, TJW, AR, HA) 

Curlew: Bishopstone: 1 18th (DJS) 
Green Sandpiper: Foxcote Res.: 3 11th, 17-18th, 2 2nd (RSH, BP, JR), Gayhurst Quarry: 2 11th & 30th, 1 
4th (RJN), Wotton Lakes: 2 11th (NP), Manor Farm: 1 6th (AH) 

Mediterranean Gull: Caldecotte Lake: 1 7th (TG), Calvert BBOWT: 1 2nd (SRo) 

Yellow-legged Gull: Bletchley Brick Pits: 7 26th, 1 10th (SRo), Caldecotte Lakes: 2 6th (SRo), Foxcote 
Res.: 1 30th (RSH), Little Marlow GP: 1 8th, 20th & 26th (PW, ADB, JER) 
Caspian Gull: Bletchley Brick Pits: 7 21st, 3 26th, 2 9th, 20th, 27-28th, 1 5th & 7th (SRo), Caldecotte Lake: 
3 22nd, 1 6th (SR0), Calvert BBOWT: 3 5th, 21st & 26th, 2 7th, 1 1st & 3rd, (TJW, SRo), Little Marlow GP: 2 
8th & 30th, 1 3rd & 20th (ADB, PW) 

(left) Avocet at Foxcote Res. on 17th November © Bill Parker (right) Scaup at Dorney Lake on 28th 
November © Adam Bassett 



Maximum Counts 
(counts 25 or above) 

Black-headed 
Gull 

Common 
Gull 

Lesser BB Gull Herring Gull 

Blue Lagoon    68 30th  
Caldecotte Lake 130 14th     
Ford  50 29th    
Foxcote Res 600 30th   173 11th   
Gayhurst Quarry 143 11th     
Haddenham   25 17th   
Little Marlow GP 244 30th  30 14th   500 14th  
Olney 37 22nd     
Shardeloes 33 5th     
Steps Hill 60 8th     
Weston Turville Res. 60 21st     
Willen Lake North 78 12th  24 12th    
Wotton Lakes   34 11th   

Great Black-backed Gull: Little Marlow GP: 62 26th, 41 4th, 25 14th, 13 27th, 6 30th, Springfield Quarry: 
31 13th, Willen Lake South: 18 22nd, Tattenhoe Park: 1 11th  

Woodpigeon: Highest counts - Great Beards Wood: 500 13th, Marlow Bottom: 351 3rd  

Collared Dove: Highest counts – Lathbury: 111 22nd, 88 15th (RJN) This is a species that is seldom 
reported and when it is, normally in single figures, so not sure whether these are exceptional pre-
roost counts, or an under-reported phenomenon from the county. 

Ring-necked Parakeet: Total of 21 reports from 12 sites. Highest count – Boveney Wood: 63 7th  

Barn Owl: Abbey Rose Nursery: 1 5th, Gayhurst: 1 14th, Hardmead: 2 5th, Wingrave: 1 1st    

Little Owl: Springfield Quarry: 2 14th, single birds at Burnham (5th), Chenies (29th), Dinton (11th), 
Newport Pagnell (2nd), Sarratt Bottom (29th) 

Tawny Owl: Reported from 9 sites 
Swift sp.: Observed from a car as it flew NW over Worlds End garden centre … given the timing of 
this individual and the number of pallid swifts recorded in other parts of the UK, it’s a shame that 
the identity of this bird could not be confirmed as just a fleeting observation 

Kingfisher: 1-2 birds reported from 17 sites 

Skylark: Total of 42 reports from 23 sites. Highest count – Prestwood: 90 6th (PW) 

Meadow Pipit: A total of 46 reports from 19 sites. Highest count - Kingsmead, MK: 13 2nd (HA) 

Rock Pipit: Dorney Lake: 1 2nd (GS) 

Yellow Wagtail: Aston Clinton: 1 13th (MSW), Stowe: 1 7th (MSH) 

Grey Wagtail: A total of 33 reports from 19 sites, all being 1-2 birds   

Stonechat: A total of 18 reports from 12 sites, all 1-2 birds except Dorney Lake where there were 
reports of 5 (30th), 4 (5th) and 3 (2nd) 

Ring Ouzel: Ivinghoe Beacon: 1 3rd & 6th, Pitstone Hill: 1 2nd, Steps Hill: 1 10th (TW, MSW, RDA) 

Fieldfare: A total of 104 reports from 46 sites. Highest count – Steps Hill: 958 25th (MSW) 

Redwing: A total of 125 reports from 48 sites. Highest count – Rockwell End: 600 25th (DLC) 

Mistle Thrush: Highest count – Lee Common: 18 3rd (DJS) 



Cetti's Warbler: Foxcote Res.: 1 2nd, 17t & 30th (JR, RSH), Jubilee River: 1 23rd (LGRE), Linford GPs: 1 
23rd (PRM)  

Blackcap: Little Marlow GP: 2 14th, 1 19th, Bledlow Ridge: 1 13th, Bourne End: 1 16th, Buckingham: 1 
15th, Howe Park Wood: 1 14th, Iver Heath: 27th, Little Marlow village: 1 26th, Marlow Bottom: 1 19th, 
Oakley: 1 19th, Tingewick: 1 12th, Wendover: 1 5th  

Chiffchaff: Reports of 1-2 birds from Calvert Sailing Lake (6th), Jubilee River (30th), Latimer (29th), 
Linford GPs (16th), Shardeloes (5th), Steps Hill (2nd, 6th, 8th & 10th) 

Firecrest: Boveney Wood: 1 9th (LGRE), Flackwell Heath: 1 13th (MM) 

Marsh Tit: Total of 13 reports from 9 sites.     

Jackdaw: Highest count – Little Marlow GP: 1,250 26th (JER) 

Raven: A total of 34 reports from 23 sites across the county. Highest count – Gallows Bridge: 6 3rd    

 

Starling: Highest count – Oakley: 5,000 10th (BMH)   

Chaffinch: The only 3-figure count was Back Wood: 200 30th (RJN) 

Brambling: A total of 21 reports from 13 sites. Highest counts – Steps Hill: 124 3rd, 70 8th (MSW). 
Away from the hills, highest count was Boveney Wood: 17 7th  

Greenfinch: Highest count – Little Linford Wood: 85 4th (RSH) 

Goldfinch: Highest counts – Manor Farm: 50 6th (AH)    

Siskin: Total of 50 reports from 18 sites. Highest count – Little Marlow GP: 50 16th (SRa) 

Linnet: Highest count – Ledburn: 150 1st (ILM)  

Crossbill at Wendover Woods on 11th November © Adrian Roach 



Lesser Redpoll: A total of 12 reports from 10 sites. Highest counts – Back Wood: 10 29th (HA), 
Black Park: 10 12th (ADB) 

Common Crossbill: An exceptional influx into the county with 43 reports from 13 sites, most of 
which are mixed or coniferous woodland; some have been giving very good views. Highest counts 
– Wendover Woods: 80 12th, 60 11th, 35 10th & 16th (TW, EG, LGRE, AR), Great Hampden: 35 17th 
(WLC) 

Hawfinch: Steps Hill: 4 2nd, 1 3rd (MSW, TW), Great Hampden: 1 17th (WLC) 

Yellowhammer: Highest count – Gallows Bridge: 8 3rd, Tingewick: 8 12th  

Reed Bunting: Highest count – Tingewick: 12 12th (GM) 

Corn Bunting: Ivinghoe Aston: 5 6th, Steps Hill: 4 6th, 1 13th, Down Farm: 3 30th, Ivinghoe Beacon: 2 
8th, Lodge Hill: 1 18th  

 

Records of hybrids or species presumed to be escaped or released birds:  

Aythya hybrid: Little Marlow GP: 1 10-14th, 26th (ADB) 
Bar-headed Goose: Dorney Lake: 1 30th, Willen Lake South: 1 22nd  
Black Swan: Willen Lake South: 1 22nd  
 
Abbreviations used: GP - Gravel Pit  STW – sewage treatment works  NR – nature reserve  Res. – reservoir 

 

Answers to Cryptic Crossword by Graham Smith 
Across: 8 Early one morning, 10 Dragnet, 12 Remiges, 13 Birdtable, 14 Skene, 15 Seriema, 18 Teal, 
21 Arc, 23 Razorbill, 24 Anser, 25 Capella, 28 Red-necked avocet 

Down: 1 Reed, 2 Urea, 3 Cygnet, 4 Knot, 5 Emergent, 6 Aramus, 7 Kinglet, 9 Goslet, 11 Raiee, 15 
Swannery, 16 Richards, 17 Airbrake, 19 Afropavo, 20 Salal, 22 Masked, 25 Cade, 26 Loch, 27 Alto 

 

 

 
Please enter your December records on to the Bucks Bird Club records page at 

http://bucksbirdclub.co.uk/sightings/ 
 

or send to Bill Parker to arrive by Monday, 7th January 
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Although bittern featured in last month’s Bulletin, I couldn’t ignore this photograph of a bittern and 
a common snipe taken at Calvert BBOWT Lake on 17th November © R Cadd 


